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Delay Issuance of Letter 


to Report Board Meeting 


Publication of the next issue of 
the INrormMaTION Letrer will be 
delayed until November 18, in or- 
der to report fully to the member- 
ship on the meetings of certain 
Committees, the Administrative 
Council, and the Board of Direc- 
tors that are being held in Chicago 
next week. 


In event of developments requir- 
ing immediate action, information 
will be supplied the membership 
by special bulletin. The next regu- 
lar issue of the Lerrer, following 
the edition covering the proceed- 
ings of the Board of Directors’ 
meeting, will be mailed Novem- 
ber 22. 


United States food supplies in 1948 are 
expected to be down somewhat from 
1947, but still will be above war and pre- 
war years, the U. S. Bureau of Agricul- 
tural Economics advised the 1948 Agri- 
cultural Outlook Conference being held 
here this week. Food from livestock will 
be less plentiful next year, and food crop 
production is likely to be below the 1947 
record unless growing weather is again 
unusually favorable. (Further details 
will appear in next week's Letter.) 


September, 1947, sales of retail grocery 
and grocery-fresh-meat stores were esti- 
mated at $1,815 million, according to a 
report issued by the Office of Business 
Economics of the Department of Com- 
merce. Sales of wholesale grocers for the 
same month were estimated at $810 mil- 
lion, a near record, up 16 percent from 
the previous month and up 15 percent 
from last year, the report shows. 


According to information released late 
last week by the Bureau of Labor Statis- 
tics, retail prices of canned fruits and 
vegetables in mid-August, as compared 
with the 1935-1939 prewar averages, in- 
creased less than the retail prices of any 
other food group except cereal and bakery 
products. (See story on page 455.) 


Outlook for Canned Fruits 


Commercial production of canned fruits in 1948-49 probably will 
be slightly higher than in 1947-48 but that of canned fruit juices 
may be about the same, the U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics announced this week in its annual outlook issue of The 
Fruit Situation. Stocks of canned fruits at the beginning of the 
1948-49 season are likely to be lower than a year earlier and the 
1948 deciduous crop may again be large, conditions which usually 
favor an increase in pack. Shipments of pineapple from Hawaii 
probably will continue at about the 1947 rate. Western Hemisphere 
countries are expected to take the usual small quantities of canned 
fruits, but takings of other countries are uncertain, BAE said in 
summing up the outlook for the coming season. 


The 1947-48 domestic commercial pack of canned fruits probably 
will be as much as one-sixth smaller than the record 1946-47 pack 
of about 3.2 billion pounds, processed weight (the equivalent of 
about 74 million cases of 24 No. 214 cans). More than one-half 
of the decrease in pack this year is in apricots. The largest in- 
crease is expected in fruit cocktail and salad. Imports such as 


‘olives in brine and (See Outlook for Canned Fruits, page 456) 


High Prices Due to Domestic Demand, Truman Advisers Say 
President Truman's Council of Economic Advisers in its report, 
“The Impact of Foreign Aid Upon the Domestic Economy,” which 
was issued late last week, stated that “the high foreign demand 
has added to the inflationary pressure on prices, but the much 
larger domestic demand has been the principal cause of the up- 
ward pressure. Prices remained stable during the second quarter 
of this year, although the export demand has been diminishing, it 
has played an important part in the increases in grain prices, due 
to high foreign demand for wheat in the face of adverse crop 
developments. Grain price increases have spread to livestock and 
other food products. But even for food, the sharp rise stemmed 
largely from the exceptionally high domestic demand.” 


Program Completed for Conference on Tomato Disease Control 


Canners, particularly those in the Pennsylvania area, who plan 
to attend the Tomato Disease Conference, sponsored on November 
18 by the National Canners Association and the Pennsylvania 
Canners Association, are urged to bring with them one or several 
growers who have had both good and poor results under the tomato 
disease control program. The conference will be held in the York- 
towne Hotel at York, Pa. Canners also are requested to bring 
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with them as many fieldmen and other 
technical personnel as possible so that 
a discussion can be carried on to deter- 
mine the reasons for success or failure 
of the control program in the same 
or different areas. A discussion by 
canners of the results of this program 
in 1947 will be of value to patholo- 
gists in evaluating the program and in 
making recommendations for 1948, it 
was announced, 

The program for Tuesday morning, 
November 18, will be devoted to pres- 
entation of experimental results on 


tomato disease control. That after- 
noon’s session will include a presenta- 
tion of field tests, demonstrations, and 
experiences of research of extension 
workers and canners’ fieldmen. An 
evening session, under the co-chair- 
manship of H, P. Barss and R. J. 
Haskell, will be held for plant patholo- 
gists and technical workers. 


Further details concerning the To- 
mato Disease Conference are contained 
on page 385 of the INFORMATION Let- 
Ter for September 6. 


Pack 
Statistics 


1947 Frozen Fruit Pack to 
Be Slightly Less Than 1946 


Commercial production of frozen 
fruits, berries, and fruit juices in 
1947 may be as much as one-sixth 
smaller than in 1946, when a record 
of about 523 million pounds (processed 
weight) was frozen, the U. S. Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics reported 
this week. Decreases are general 
among the frozen fruits, with the 
largest in apricots, On the other 
hand, there has been a substantial in- 
crease in the pack of strawberries. 

The reduction in total pack of frozen 
fruits this year represents in part an 
effort of the industry to achieve a 
better balance among individual items. 
Increased emphasis also has been 
placed upon quality of pack this year, 
the Bureau stated. 


Because storage stocks January 1, 
1947, were much larger than a year 
earlier, total supplies this year are 
about as large as in 1946. Civilian 
per capita consumption in 1947 prob- 
ably is at the rate of about 3.5 pounds, 
slightly higher than in 1946. Storage 
stocks of frozen fruit on October 1, 
1947, were about 409 million pounds, 
18 percent smaller than a year earlier. 
Stocks were generally smaller than 
last year, the principal exceptions be- 
ing strawberries and raspberries. 

There probably will be some in- 
crease over 1947 in the commercial 
production of frozen fruit in 1948, but 
total production may not exceed the 
record of 523 million pounds in 1946. 
The reductions in pack of some items 
in 1947 not only are decreasing total 
stocks to more manageable quanti- 
ties but are bringing supplies of indi- 
vidual items into closer balance with 
demand. With these readjustments 
in stocks and further expansion in 
storage and distribution facilities, 
moderate increases in production can 
be expected over the next few years. 


1946-47 Saverkraut Pack Is Slightly Less Than Last Year's 


The 1946-47 pack of canned sauer- 
kraut totaled 5,904,168 actual cases or 
only slightly less than the 1945-46 
pack of 6,076,451 cases, the Associa- 
tion’s Division of Statistics reported 
this week. These figures include only 
canned sauerkraut packed in hermeti- 
cally sealed containers and sterilized 
by heat. 


Stocks of canned sauerkraut in can- 
ners’ hayds on September 1, the end 
of the marketing season, totaled, 
1,771,380 actual cases or about 30 per- 
cent of the season’s pack. 


The 1946-47 pack of canned sauer- 


kraut by areas and container sizes is 
given below: 


Canned Saverkraut Pack September 1, 1946, to September 1, 1947 


Mince. 

24/24 6/10 Tin & Glass Total 

Cases Cases Cases Cases 
1,786,472 263,184 15,520 2,055,176 
808,524 101,660 127,545 1,127,719 
1,545,420 106,480 176,667 1,018, 567 
78,037 82,373 
ae 262, 902 10,734 10, 250 283, 886 
366, 819 18,004 51, 534 436, 447 
.. 4,030,074 683,578 381,516 5,004,168 


Stock 
Statistics 


Stocks of Canned Peas Rise; 
Shipments Drop Considerably 


Stocks of canned peas in canners’ 
hands on October 1, 1947, totaled 
24,247,351 actual cases, equivalent to 
23,724,000 cases, basis 24/2’s, accord- 
ing to the Association’s Division of 
Statistics. These stocks are about 5 
million cases more than those in can- 
ners’ hands on October 1 ijast year. 


Shipments of canned peas by can- 
ners for the months, June through 
September, of this year totaled 14,- 
320,859 actual cases or 14,071,000 
standard cases. This compares with 
shipments of 22,255,000 cases, basis 
24/2’s, for the corresponding months 
last season. 


Stocks in distributors’ hands _ in- 


creased 6,675,000 cases last year be- 
tween June 1 and October 1 compared 


_with an increase of 577,000 during the 


corresponding period this year. 


Although shipments out of canners’ 
hands to October 1 have been consider- 
ably smaller than last year, there has 
been a corresponding reduction in ap- 
parent consumption because a substan- 
tial part of early shipments last year 
went to build up distributor inven- 
tories, 


The following table, showing Oc- 
tober 1, 1947, canner stocks with com- 
parisons, is based on reports from 
canners who packed about 81 percent 
of the 1947 pack, together with esti- 
mates for those not reporting: 


Stocks and Shipments by Areas (Actual Cases) 


Total Total Ship- 
supply, stocks ments 
1947 plue Oct. 1, June- 
carryover 1047 Sept. 
New York and Cases Cases Cases 
Maine 
Alaskas...... 11,513 8,039 3,474 
Sweets....... 1,502,320 906,088 505,341 
Mid-Atlantic 
Alaskas...... 1,471,490 820,053 651,437 
Sweets....... 1,457,258 1,087,004 360,264 
Mid-West 
Alaskas...... 7,301,406 4,312,536 3,078,930 
Sweets....... 14,785,375 9,563,044 5,222,331 
Western 
Alaskas...... 2 131,802 148,576 
Sweets....... 11,668,321 7,326,815 4,341,606 
Total U. 8. 
Alaskas...... 5,272,520 3,882,417 


' Ohio, Michigan and Indiana.................. 
Sweets....... 20,418,283 18,074,841 10,438,442 


November 8, 1947 


Other 
Statistics 


Rail and Boat Shipments of 
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables 


Rail and boat shipments of fresh 
fruits and vegetables (exclusive of 
white potatoes) totaled 11,320 cars 
for the week ending November 1, 1947, 
according to a report of the U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture. These ship- 
ments are more than 10 percent be- 
low those for both the previous week 
and the corresponding week of last 
year. The major part of the reduction 
in shipments compared with last year 
is in the case of citrus and other fruits, 
with shipments of fresh snap and lima 
beans less than half those for the cor- 
responding week of 1946. 

The following table, compiled from a 
report of USDA’s Production and 
Marketing Administration, shows car- 
lot shipments of fresh fruits and vege- 
tables for the week ending Novembe 
1, 1947, with comparisons: 7 


Week ending ——— 


Nov. 1, Oct. 25, Nov. 2, 
1947 1047 1946 


The consumers price index for mid- 
August was 60 percent above the pre- 
war average and all foods averaged 
96 percent above prewar levels. The 
mid-August prices represent increases 
over those of a month earlier. 


Comparisons of retail prices for 
August, 1947, with a month and a 
year earlier are shown below. These 
figures are in terms of the percentage 
of prewar averages, 

Aug. July Aug. 
Index of 1947 10471046 
1935-1939 = 100 


Consumers Price Index... 160 158 44 
Retail Food Prices 


“are 196 193 171 
Cereal and Bakery 
Dairy Products........ 1s 179 180 
212 203 174 
ST 182 181 127 
178 182 180 
80 180 140 
Fruits and Vegetables 


USDA Meat Production Report 


Meat production under Federal in- 
spection, for the week ended Novem- 
ber 1, totaled 335 million pounds, ac- 
cording to the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. This production was 8 
percent above the 310 million pounds 
produced during the preceding week. 


Foreign Trade 


VEORTANLES Carloads Carloads Carloads 
Beans, snap and lima. &l ow 197 
367 526 283 
Green peas......... ‘ 10 1 10 
3 0 0 
Others....... . 4,402 4,445 4,515 

PROITS 
ee ... 8,744 5,022 4,450 
11,320 12,718 12,814 


Canned Fruit and Vegetable 
Retail Prices Increase Less 


According to information released 
late last week by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, retail prices of canned 
fruits and vegetables in mid-August, 
as compared with the 1935-1939 pre- 
war averages, increased less than the 
retail prices of any other food group 
except cereal and bakery products. 
These comparisons do not take into 
account increases in many foods that 
— occurred since mid-August, BLS 
said, 

Retail prices of canned fruits and 
vegetables, which have been decreas- 
ing since last January, compared with 
the upward trend for most products, 
averaged 68 percent above prewar, ac- 
gai to the Bureau of Labor Statis- 
tics. 


Herter Recommends Canned 
Foods Use in Foreign Relief 


Congressman Christian Herter of 
Massachusetts, chairman of the House 
Select Committee on Foreign Aid, in- 
formed the Association this week that 
canned foods are particularly desir- 
able for foreign relief, Congressman 
Herter said, “There can be no ques- 
tion as to the efficacy of canned food 
distribution in Europe provided ade- 
quate care is taken to get the food 
into the hands of needy and desexving 
people, All that has been saii in the 
memorandum of the Privat: Rulief 
Coordination Plan in favor of such 
selective distribution is sound and 
proven by experience. Identifying 
the recipients of our food as individ- 
uals—so that they do not have to feel 
like mere automatons in a charity 
bread-line—is the spark that has been 
so admirably hit upon.” 


Fisheries 


Pacific Fisheries Meeting 


Principal speaker at the general 
session of the annual meeting of the 
Association of Pacific Fisheries on 
November 6, at the Empress Hotel in 
Victoria, B. C., was William E. Warne, 
assistant secretary of the Department 
of the Interior. Mr. Warne promised 
the representatives of the Pacific fish- 
ing industry that the Interior Depart- 
ment will develop the natural re- 
sources of Alaska and safeguard Alas- 
kan fisheries. 


Other speakers included E. S. 
Doyle, N.C.A. Western Research Lab- 
oratories; Ray W. Clough, assistant 
director, N.C.A. Northwest Branch 
Laboratory; Charles R, Carry, direc- 
tor, N.C.A. Fishery Products Divi- 
sion, William C, Arnold, managing di- 
rector, Alaskan Salmon Industry, 
Inc.; W. M. Chapman, director, School 
of Fisheries, University of Washing- 
ton; Albert M. Day, director, Fish and 
Wildlife Service; E. W. Allen, chair- 
man, International Halibut Fisheries 
Commission, and A. L. Hager, chair- 
man, International Pacific Salmon 
Fisheries Commission. 


Pacific Fisheries Officers 


All officers of the Association of Pa- 
cific Fisheries were re-elected for an- 
other year at its meeting this week 
in Victoria, B. C. Officers of that As- 
sociation are: 


President—Arthur W. Wittig, Port 
Ashton Packing Corp., attle, 
Wash.; first vice president—Guy V. 
Graham, Libby, MeNeill & Libby, 
Seattle, Wash.; second vice president 
—J. A. Green, Pacific American Fish- 
eries, Inc., South Bellingham, Wash.; 
third vice president—G. B, Peterson, 
Red Salmon Canning Co., Seattle, 
Wash.; fourth vice president—E. W. 
Thompson, Columbia River Packers 
Association, Inc., Astoria, Ore., and 
secretary-treasurer—E. D. Clark, 
Seattle, Wash. 


California Sardine Pack 


Deliveries of California sardines to 
processing plants, during the week 
ended October 30, totaled 1,986 tons. 
Pack of sardines during the week ag- 
gregated 32,324 cases. 


The following table, prepared from 
figures supplied by the California Sar- 
dine Products Institute, shows the 
sardine deliveries by districts and the 
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pack by can sizes for the current sea- 
son as compared with 1946: 


Season to Beason to 
Oct. 30, 1047 Oct, 31, 1946 


Areas Tone Tons 
Northern district.... 97 503 
Central district..... 11,759 22,279 
Southern district.... 65,285 86, 246 

100, 028 

Can sizes Cases Cases 
ovals........- 490, 160 241, 601 
talle..... 359, 603 , 000 
fillets........ 3,643 7,700 
Miscellaneous 86,347 20,047 

057,583 1,168,779 


OUTLOOK FOR CANNED FRUITS 
(Concluded from page 453) 


shipments of canned pineapple from 
Hawaii are likely to be about as large 
as in the 1946-47 season. Because 
stocks of canned fruits at the begin- 
ning of the 1947-48 season were sub- 
stantially larger than a year earlier, 
total supplies are nearly as large as 
the four billion pounds of the 1946-47 
season, BAE pointed out. 


Commercial exports probably will 
be somewhat smaller, but military pro- 
curement may be double that of the 
past season. Civilian per capita con- 
sumption may be nearly as large as 
the record 21 pounds of the 1946-47 
season. 


BAE explained that the 1947-48 
pack of canned deciduous fruit juices 
probably will be about as large as in 
1946-47 but the new pack of canned 
citrus juices is expected to be larger. 
Increases are looked for in both orange 
juice and blended orange and grape- 
fruit juice, supplies of which are ex- 
pected to be low by the time canned 
juice from the new pack will become 
available. Supplies of canned fruit 
juices will continue plentiful in the 
season ahead, permitting consumption 
to continue at a rate of about 15 
pounds per person. 


Demand for Fruit to Continue Strong 


In a general discussion of the de- 
mand for fruit, BAE said, “demand 
for fruit in 1948 probably will be 
about as strong as in 1947, because 
of continued high levels of consumer 
income and demand for farm products, 
Prices generally are likely to be near 
1947 levels, although those for indi- 
vidual fruits may vary from 1947 
mainly because of changes in pro- 
duction. 


“Commercial export demand for 
fruit in 1948 is likely to be weaker 
than in 1946 and early 1947, largely 
because of dollar exchange shortage 


in the United Kingdom and other 
countries. There is little prospect 
for increasing exports to Western 
Hemisphere countries, and they may 
even decline. However, export pros- 
pects may be improved by any steps 
taken under the current plan for eco- 
nomic recovery of western Europe. 


“Demand for deciduous fruits of 
the 1947 crop is expected to continue 
strong into 1948, and prices received 
by growers for most fruits except 
grapes, prunes, and cranberries are 
expected to average almost as high as 
for the 1946 crops. For these 8 excep- 
tions, prices are moderately to sub- 
stantially lower because of the large 
carry-over stocks of dried and canned 
fruits and wine, Total deciduous 
fruit production is only 6 percent 
smaller than last year’s record, and 
is 12 percent larger than the 1936-45 
average. 

“Domestic demand for fresh apples 
from the 1947 commercial crop which 
is slightly smaller than that of last 
year but about average will continue 
strong in 1948. Domestic demand for 
1947-crop apples for canning, and for- 
eign demand for commercial exports 
of fresh apples, will be weaker than 
for the 1946 crop. 


“Prices for fruits have declined in 
the past two or three seasons. Based 
on 1935-39 prices received by grow- 
ers, the index of citrus prices declined 
from a high of 194 in 1944-45 to about 
125 in 1946-47, that of apples from 390 
in 1945 to 319 in 1946, and about the 


same in 1947, and that of other fruit 
from 3867 in 1946 to about 260 in 
1947.” 


Glass Containers Production 


Production of glass containers in 
September showed virtually no change 
from August and was 4 percent below 
output in September, 1946, according 
to preliminary figures released this 
week by the Bureau of the Census, 
Department of Commerce. September 
output totaled 9.4 million gross com- 
pared with 9.5 million gross in the 
preceding month and with 9.8 million 
gross in the corresponding month of 
last year. 


Personnel 


Texas Canners Officers 


Officers of the Texas Canners As- 
sociation elected for the forthcoming 
year at that organization’s recent 
meeting in Corpus Christi, Texas, are 
as follows: 

President— A. M. Hervey re- 
elected), Schmidt Canning Co 
Benito; vice president—C, M. Sherill, 
Knapp- Sherill Co., Donna; executive 
secretary — J. Overby Smith (re- 
elected), Weslaco, and treasurer— 
Lorne 8. Hamme (re-elected), Texsun 
Citrus Exchange, Weslaco. 
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